
Adam and Dana Merrill
Meet

February 2024

Beach Neighbors

An exclusive magazine serving 
the residents of Marsh Harbor, 

Marsh Landing, Old Ponte Vedra, 
Palm Valley, The Plantation, 

Ponte Vedra Blvd, Roscoe Blvd

Photo by Jennifer Grissom Photography

Ponte VedraPonte Vedra
© Best Version Media



Calendar of Events
Every Third Saturday

Nocatee Farmer’s Market
@Nocatee Station Field
This family-friendly event has more than 
70 local vendors selling produce, crafts, 
jewelry, herbs, unique foods, etc. In 
addition, free face painting and bounce 
houses are available for youth.
Time: 10am-1pm | Cost: Free

Sat., February 3

Guided Exploration Hike
@Guana Trailhead
Learn about the Guana Peninsula’s natural 
biodiversity, extensive cultural history, vital 
estuarine resources, and current e�orts to 
protect these resources. Wear comfortable 
closed-toe shoes.
Time: 9am-11pm | Cost: Free ($3 parking)

Fri., February 9

Nocatee Food Truck Fest
@Nocatee Station Field
Morelli & The Groove will be on the main 
stage! Eat some good food and dance to 
some seriously groovy tunes!!
Time: 5:30-8pm | Cost: Free

Wed., February 7

Musicmakers Club
@Ponte Vedra Beach Library
Make your own musical instrument! 
Join Ms. Jane on the first Wednesday of 
every month to make a di�erent musical 
instrument. This is recommended for 
children ages five and up.
Time: 3-3:45pm
Cost: Free

Fri., February 9

Sound Journey & Acupuncture
@Local Wellness – Ponte Vedra
Experience the healing benefits of sound 
therapy while receiving a custom mini-
acupuncture session.
Time: 6-7pm | Cost: Free

Sat., February 10

Family Seining
@Guana Dam
Time:9-11am
Cost: $3 per vehicle parking fee
For more information, please visit: 
gtmnerr.org

Sun., February 11

Totally Awesome 80s 5K & 10K
@Nocatee Field Station
Break out your cool 80s gear, lace up 
your Reeboks, get ready to boogie, and 
run to the awesome 1980s 5k and 10k 
race. Races are chip-timed and include 
a t-shirt and finisher’s medal.
Time: 7:45am | Cost: $30-$35

Tues., February 13

Friends of Library Music Series
@Crosswater Hall - Nocatee
Meet “Swing 456”, the only authentic 
Gypsy Swing Band in the greater 
Jacksonville area. The group, consisting 
of violin, lead guitar, rhythm guitar, and 
upright bass, comprises four respected 
Jacksonville musicians with worldwide 
experience. Come and clap your hands, 
tap your feet, and celebrate with us. 
Reservations are required. Email to 
lekleiman@gmail.com two weeks prior. 
Please state your name and the number 
of tickets.
Time: Doors -6 pm-Concert 6:30pm
Cost: Free (make a reservation)

Tues., February 16

Movie Matinee for Adults - 
Casablanca
@Ponte Vedra Library
Academy Award winners Humphrey 
Bogart and Ingrid Bergman light up the 
screen in one of the most enduring 
romances in movie history–Casablanca. 
Snacks are provided.
Time: 11am | Cost: Free

Sat., February 17

Beach Exploration
@GTM Reserve
Learn about the animals that call the 
beach their home, plus discover seashells 
and other interesting facts. This is a 
“Beaches 101” experience the entire 
family will enjoy.
Time: 9-11am | Cost: Free

Sat., February 17

Vilano Beach Artisan 
Market Walk
@Vilano Beach Town Center
Check out the crafts, goods, and services 
o�ered by local entrepreneurs. Tables and 
booths will be set up along the sidewalks 
on Vilano Road. You’ll find eclectic 
arts, crafts, and other goods not found 
elsewhere. Vendors vary monthly and can 
include everything from local honey to 
macrame, jewelry, and high-tech lights for 
private docks.
Time: 4-8pm | Cost: Free

March 12-17

PLAYERS Championship
@TPC Sawgrass
THE PLAYERS Championship features 
one of the most sought-after titles in 
professional golf.
Time: TBA | Cost: TBA

At the time this magazine went to print, all event details were accurate to the best of our 

knowledge, but please check event websites or call ahead for the most current information.

Get surprisingly 

great Home & 

Auto rates.

Here’s the deal, our Home 

and Auto rates are already 

great. But when you 

combine with State Farm®, 

you can save even more. 

Call me to discover your 

surprisingly great rates on 

Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants 

subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Edie Williams Ins Agcy Inc

Edie Williams ChFC CPCU, Agent

330 SR-A1A N, Suite 324

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Bus: 904-425-4054

M-F 9 am - 5 pm

after hours by appointment

Hablamos Español

www.ediewilliams.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

State Farm General Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company  

of Texas

State Farm Lloyds

Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company

Winter Haven, FL

2001866

Tell us why you 
love this magazine!

Hello 

Readers!

BestVersionMedia.com/feedback
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FEEDBACK/IDEAS/SUBMISSIONS:

Have feedback, ideas or submissions?

We are always happy to hear from you! Deadlines 

for submissions are the 10th of each month.

Go to www.bestversionmedia.com and 

click “Submit Content.” You may also email 

your thoughts, ideas and photos to:

briankennedy@bestversionmedia.com.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:

St. Johns County Sheri�s
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Ponte Vedra Beach Division .................... 904-285- 2004

St. Johns County Tax Collector,

Ponte Vedra ................................................. 904-209- 2250

Drivers License & Vehicle Services,

Ponte Vedra ................................................. 904-209- 2250

Ponte Vedra Beach Branch

Public Library ............................................... 904-827-6950

Ponte Vedra Palm Valley

Athletic Association: ..........................President@PVAA.org

Ponte Vedra YMCA .....................................904-543- 9622

Ocean Palms Elementary School ............904-547- 3760

PVPV/ Rawlings Elementary Schools:

K-2nd .............................................................904-547- 3820

3rd-5th ..........................................................904-547- 8570

Alice B. Landrum Middle School .............904-547- 8410

Ponte Vedra High School .......................... 904-547- 7350
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December 10  ............................................................ January

January 10  ................................................................February

February 10 ....................................................................March

March 10 ........................................................................... April

April 10 ................................................................................May
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June 10 ............................................................................... July

July 10 ...........................................................................August

August 10 .............................................................. September

September 10 ............................................................ October

October 10  ..........................................................  November

November 10 ........................................................December

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and 

advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of 

Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, 

businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not 

responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content 

submitted, inclusive of materials generated or composed through artificial 

intelligence (AI). All content submitted is done so at the sole discretion of 

the submitting party. © 2024 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

PonteVedra
Neighbors

Dear Residents,
It’s February, the month of love and promise. Valentine’s Day, a symbol of love and chocolate, 

offers endless possibilities. From romantic dinners to beach picnics, it’s a day reserved for 
celebrating love. Encourage your family to disconnect from devices and engage in the sweet 
aroma of chocolate-covered strawberries or a family chocolate fondue extravaganza.

Speaking of Valentine’s Day, we shared a chocolate fondue recipe that will surely be a 
winner. If you’re thinking about spreading the love a little further this year, invite your 
neighbors over for a dessert and cocktail bar (which could include that fondue, by the way).

If anyone is thinking about building a custom home this year, be sure to read the feature 
about the Merrill family, who build spectacular homes that always impress.

As the year progresses with the promise of new acquaintances and celebrations, we extend 
our heartfelt thanks to our readers, sponsors, and contributors. Your engagement and support 
brighten our community. We always welcome your stories and suggestions, so please continue 
to share them.

Julie Hang

Designer

SERVICES

• Mental Health Therapy

• Child & Adult Psychology

• Applied Behavior Analysis 
Services (ABA)

• Occupational Therapy 
(OP)

• Speech Therapy (SLP)

• Educational & Learning 
Support

• Assessment & 
Psychological Testing

PONTE VEDRA BEACH

Child Services
161 Canal Boulevard

PALM VALLEY 

Child & Adult Services
183 Landrum Lane

PALM VALLEY 

Child & Co-op School Program
185 Landrum Lane

MandalaFamilyWellness.com | 904.834.7581

Deepening connections to your child
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To learn more about becoming an expert contributor, contact Brian Kennedy at briankennedy@bestversionmedia.com or 804-380-0801.

Expert Contributors

PLASTIC SURGERY

Plastic Surgery & Wellness

Patrick L. Basile, M.D.

904-222-6262

patrickbasilemd.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY

Premier Physical Therapy

Chris K. Kopp PT, OCS

904-996-6922

info@premierptjax.com

pptjax.com

MATCHMAKER & CERTIFIED 

RELATIONSHIP/DATING COACH

Finley Introductions

Margot Finley

904-808-2743

finleyintroductions.com

VASCULAR SURGERY

Jon Christian Allmon, MD, FACS

Board Certified 

Vascular Surgeon

Ellison Vein Institute

904-388-7521

VETERINARIAN

Animal Care of Ponte Vedra

904-280-4544

Animalcareofpontevedra.com

REAL ESTATE

Radiant Realty

Brittney Tribble

904-294-5809

tribblesellsjax@gmail.com

FAMILY LAW

Florida Women’s

Law Group

Heather B. Quick, Esquire

904.241.0012

HEALTH & THERAPY SERVICES

Mandala Family Wellness

Dr. Katie Falwell, Ph.D., BCBA

904-834-7581

info@mandalafamilywellness.com

mandalafamilywellness.com

EDUCATION

Collage Day School

Ti�any Clark

904-900-1439

info@collagedayschool

YOUR LISTING
HERE

ROOFING

Jim Jessup, Owner

Ready Roofing

904-404-9849

readyroofingjax.com

YOUR LISTING
HERE

IN 20-MINUTE SESSIONS

BECOME THE BEST

VERSION OF YOU IN 2024.

PONTE VEDRA BEACH

240 A1A N, PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL  |  904-834-4788  |  BODY20.COM/PONTE-VEDRA

NEW YEAR.

NEW YOU.
ONE-ON-ONE TRAINING.

LOW IMPACT. LOW STRAIN.

REDUCE FAT AND CELLULITE.

INCREASE STRENGTH AND ENDURANCE.

ENHANCE MUSCLE DEFINITION.

IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLBEING.

CORRECT POSTURE.

RELIVE LOWER BACK PAIN.

MINIMAL TIME. MAXIMUM RESULTS.
BOOK A FREE DEMO!
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Real Estate Statistics

Real Estate Stats

Compass is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions,
changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect
actual property conditions.

2359 SEMINOLE ROAD
4 BD   4 BA   2556 SF   $8,800,000

JENN SEXTON AND WES MOCK

Real Estate Advisors 
sextonandmock.com 

YOUR DREAM HOME 

BECKONS ON AN ACRE 

OF O CEANFRONT BLISS

Uncover a hidden gem on an acre of 

oceanfront land. Build your dream home or 

step into a midcentury retreat in Atlantic 

Beach. This exceptional 4 bed, 4 bath 

property embodies the essence of coastal 

living. Immerse yourself in vintage charm 

exuding elegance and durability. Don't miss 

out on this serene and sophisticated property. 

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the 
listings of any one agent or agency but represents the activity of the real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent’s 
ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

Note: The information contained herein does not purport to be complete nor, necessarily, accurate and should be independently verified; nor does it represent 
or constitute a legal analysis or financial advice. All of the financial projections and/or conclusions are provided for illustration purposes only. Compass and its 
agents disclaim any and all liability for representations and warranties, express or implied, contained in, or for omissions from, the information contained herein 
or any other written or oral communication transmitted or made available to the recipient. This represents an estimated sale price for this property. It is not the 
same as an opinion of value in an appraisal developed by a licensed appraiser under the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice.

Street Number Street Name Unit # Street Sfx Approx. Heated SqFt Bedrooms Bathrooms Close Price

552 PONTE VEDRA Boulevard 3432.00 3 4.00 4650000.00

141 SEA HAMMOCK 141 Way 1753.00 3 2.00 1725000.00

55 NINE Drive 1652.00 3 2.00 700000.00

645 PONTE VEDRA 645B Boulevard 1910.00 3 3.00 2000000.00

647 PONTE VEDRA 647C Boulevard 1910.00 3 3.00 2000000.00

21 SEA WINDS Lane 1510.00 2 2.00 689000.00

2428 NORMANDY Court 1180.00 2 2.00 450000.00

746 TIDEWATER Court 1113.00 2 2.00 305500.00

832 SPINNAKERS REACH 832 Drive 2945.00 3 4.00 1700000.00

103 WILLOW POND Lane 1350.00 2 2.00 438000.00
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Resident Feature

BY MEEKA COOK

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER 

GRISSOM PHOTOGRAPHY

Meet

Adam and Dana Merrill

T
he story of Adam and Dana Merrill unfolds like a 
well-crafted blueprint, with each detail meticulously 
planned and as beautifully executed as one of their 
custom homes. Dana reminisces, “We met while 

working together for a commercial contractor downtown.” 
Their shared professional and personal interests quickly sparked 
a romance that led to a beautiful beachside wedding at Casa 
Marina in Jax in 2004.

The couple’s real estate and construction journey began 
long before they met. Adam graduated from the UF Building 
Construction Program in 2002, while Dana earned a BA in 
Communications from UNF in 2000 and, soon after, a real estate 
license in 2003. “Each career step was a stepping-stone toward 
our dream,” Adam reflects. “In 2016, we turned that dream into 
reality by launching John Merrill Homes.”

Today, you’ll find the family enjoying their custom home in 
Preserve Pointe with their three children, Grayson (16), Ashton 
(14), and Joy (9), along with their three rescued chihuahua 
mixed pooches.

All three children pursue their individual interests at school 
and in the neighborhood. Dana says, “Grayson plays football, 
track-and-field sprinting, and jumping and participates in the 
dramatic arts program at PVHS. Ashton also attends PVHS 
and enjoys riding his e-bike around the local area with friends, 
playing basketball, and gaming. Joy attends Ocean Palms 
Elementary, participates in Girls on The Run, and has been 
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Feature Story is sponsored by UNDERWOOD’S JEWELERS

attending Ponte Vedra Brazilian Jujitsu since she was six - 
currently a gray and white belt.

It’s always essential for parents to carve out some time of their 
own to pursue interests and hobbies. Adam is an avid golfer and 
Marsh Landing Country Club member, while Dana enjoys her 
yoga practice and gardening.

Adding to the family dynamic are their three rescue dogs, who 
each came to them with a unique story. They shared, “We have 
three rescue chihuahua mixes. Annie is 12ish. When she was 
younger, she was tireless, trained in agility to help burn some 
energy. Benny is also 12ish and was saved from living in a den in 
the wild, where most of his fur was missing. Moira Rose is our 
COVID puppy, adopted while at home during virtual learning in 
2020. An acquaintance found her in a parking lot. Joy and I walk 
together with Moira Rose to Ocean Palms in the mornings.”

In their neighborhood in Preserve Pointe, Adam and Dana 
stand out for their commitment to community building, 
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literally and metaphorically. “Our company built four out of the 
ten homes on the street, and we were the first residents,” shares 
Adam. “We have lived in two of the four homes we built. Living 
among the families we’ve built homes for has been incredibly 
fulfilling. We have been in our current home for four years, 
and since we moved in, we have added a pool and complete 
outdoor living area with a cabana and fire pit.” The couple 
enjoys hosting gatherings, from pool parties to watching sports, 
fostering a strong sense of community.

The convenient location of their home is a big plus for the 
family. “It’s fantastic to be within walking distance to the 
YMCA, Ocean Palms, and Landrum,” says Dana. Additionally, 
watching our kids play outside in the cul-de-sac is another 
highlight of our location.

The Merrills are adventurers at heart, cherishing family 
trips that blend relaxation and excitement. “This summer, our 
culinary journey through Philadelphia’s Chinatown and the 
Reading Terminal Market was unforgettable. Blending fun and 
culture, we enjoyed ziplining and the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art,” Dana recalls with a smile. “And our first visit to the 30A 
area was filled with beachside relaxation, fishing, and exploring 
local markets.”

At the end of each day, the Merrill family has the opportunity 
to reflect on their journey from nurturing their family to 
creating the homes surrounding them in their neighborhood. 
Much like the homes they build, their story is a testament to 
their commitment to quality, community, and family.
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BUILDING DREAMS: THE STORY OF JOHN MERRILL HOMES
A Legacy of Excellence

John Merrill Homes, a name synonymous with 
trust and quality in homebuilding, has its roots deeply 
embedded in a family legacy. Founded on the principles 
of professionalism, honesty, and integrity, the company 
continues the tradition started by Adam’s grandfather, 
John Merrill, who began his real estate career in 1954 in 
Gainesville, Florida.

Adam Merrill: The Foundation 

of Success

Adam Merrill, inheriting his grandfather’s passion and 
business acumen, grew up amidst the world of real estate 
and construction. His early experiences in his grandfather’s 
office and assisting in the family’s property management 
business laid the foundation for his future. While pursuing 
a degree in construction management, Adam discovered 
his enduring love for residential construction. After honing 
his skills at one of Florida’s premier custom builders, Adam 
established John Merrill Homes, embodying the family 
values of integrity and excellence.

Dana Merrill: The Creative Vision

Complementing Adam’s expertise is his wife, Dana 
Merrill, the VP of Sales, Marketing, and Principal 
Designer at John Merrill Homes. Dana’s multifaceted role 
encompasses guiding clients through the design process, 
branding, and advertising campaigns. Her extensive 
experience in advertising, marketing, graphic design, and 
real estate, combined with her role as an Allied member of 
the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID), renders 
her an invaluable asset. Dana is also a Real Estate Advisor 
with Envision Group FL at Compass

Resilience and Adaptation: Navigating Challenges

The journey of John Merrill Homes hasn’t been without 
its challenges, especially during the pandemic. When 
confronted with work halts, material shortages, and cash 
flow difficulties, the company demonstrated resilience. 
Adam’s insightful leadership ensured no layoffs, and 
strategic adaptations to product choices and customer 
communications kept the business thriving.

The Future: Optimism and Growth

Today, John Merrill Homes is a testament to a 
commitment to quality. From building custom homes in 
Jacksonville’s most coveted areas to embracing the latest 
industry trends, the company continues to adapt and 
grow. Adam and Dana’s partnership ensures each project 
is a creation that reflects their client’s aspirations and the 
Merrill family’s enduring legacy. Together, Adam and Dana 
create homes that are not just structures but embodiments 
of their clients’ dreams.

Academics, arts, languages  
and a world view.

Bolles.org  |  Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School

The Bolles Global Learning and Engagement Program 
opens a new world of understanding and learning for all 
grade levels—all anchored in a love of academics, 昀椀ne and 

performing arts, athletics, service and more.

Learn more  

about Bolles 

GL&E program
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Expert Contributor

Do you ever feel like Valentine’s Day has gotten stale? The 
restaurants are overbooked, and the traditional roses and 
heart-shaped chocolate boxes seem like something from your 
grandparents’ era.

This year, take your celebration of love and romance to 
another level. Be creative – think outside of the box. I have 
some suggestions for unique yet meaningful ways to take your 
Valentine’s Day to another level.

PLAN A MYSTERY ADVENTURE

Surprise your partner with a day filled with unexpected 
activities. Whether it’s a hidden picnic spot, a quirky museum, a 
favorite vintage movie, or a spontaneous road trip, the element 
of surprise can reignite the excitement in your relationship.

VOLUNTEER TOGETHER

Bond over a shared cause. Volunteering for a community 
project or local charity can be a profound bonding experience, 

showcasing your commitment to each other and the world 
around you.

A NIGHT OF NOSTALGIA

Revisit the magic of your early days. Recreate your first date, 
watch the movie you saw together for the first time, or cook the 
meal you shared on a special occasion. Reminiscing can rekindle 
those initial sparks of love.

CRAFT A LOVE LETTER TIME CAPSULE

Write love letters to each other and seal them in a time 
capsule. Decide on a future date to open them. This becomes 
a testament to your current feelings and a cherished memory 
to look forward to. Share your feelings, recount memories, and 
express hopes for the future.

LEARN SOMETHING NEW TOGETHER

Enroll in a class that interests both of you. Learning 
something new together can strengthen your bond and add a 
fun element to your relationship, be it dance lessons, a cooking 
class, or an art workshop.

COOK A THEMED DINNER TOGETHER

Pick a theme – it could be a cuisine from a country you dream 
of visiting or dishes from your favorite movie. Cooking together 
is not just fun, but it’s also a great way to collaborate and create 
something deliciously meaningful.

 CREATE A PLAYLIST OF ‘OUR SONGS’

Compile a playlist of songs that have significance in your 
relationship. Have a dance night at home, reliving memories 
and creating new ones as you sway to ‘your’ tunes.

HOST A GAME NIGHT FOR TWO:

Choose games you both enjoy – board games, video games, or 
even card games. A little friendly competition can be a 
playful way to connect and share laughs.

Love is about the moments you create 
together, the smiles, the laughter, and the 
shared dreams. This Valentine’s Day, 
step beyond the roses and chocolates 
and celebrate your love in ways that are 
as unique as your relationship. Happy 
Valentine’s Day.

Margot Finley, relationship expert 
and owner of Margot Finley Introductions, is 
always available to help you find and nurture 
meaningful connections.

Valentine’s Day Beyond 
the Roses: Unconventional 
Ways to Celebrate Love BY MARGOT FINLEY

1. Enter your basic information, your photo and ideal 
date/match preferences free of charge at our website.

2. Book a complimentary 10 mins consult with Margot 
by contacting Tamara@finleyintroductions.com. 

3. Get ready to begin having great dates!

904.808.2743 / 786-687-9527

finleyintroductions.com

Margot Finley

Matchmaker & Certified 
Relationship/Dating Coach

Connecting Singles and Coaching Couples

SINGLE?
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Low Student to 

Teacher Ratios

Whole Child Approach 

to Learning

Infants - 5th Grade

CollageDaySchool.org

904.900.1439
171 Canal Blvd

Schedu
le

Schedu
le

a Toura Tour

Today!Today!

Now Enrolling for Now Enrolling for 
2024-25!2024-25! Expert

Vein Care
Close to Home

Now in Sawgrass Village

Leaders in Varicose and 
Spider Vein Treatment

Most Insurances Accepted

(904) 388-7521                EllisonVein.com

Jon C. Allmon, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Board Certified Vascular Surgeon

Inspiring Confidence

Board-Certi昀椀ed Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeon 
Dr. Patrick Basile’s personalized surgical approach is 

centered around providing his patients with exceptional 
care. He implements the latest techniques and cutting 
edge technology to provide natural, beautiful results.

Breast • Body • Face • Injectables 
CoolSculpting •  ThermiRF • miraDry 

 ZO Skin Health • Skin Care Treatments

New Location!

3316 3rd Street South, Suite 104

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

904-222-6262

patrickbasilemd.com
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Recipe

W
hen my daughter was little, she wanted to 
celebrate every special occasion at The Melting 
Pot. She loved the warm, gooey pot of cheese 
to dip bread and vegetables in. But she got 

particularly excited about the chocolate fondue.
Valentine’s Day is the perfect opportunity to indulge in 

the velvety goodness of this chocolate treat – a treat that will 
transform an ordinary evening into an extraordinary gathering. 
It’s the perfect centerpiece.

Gather your family and friends around the table and dip into 
a shared pot of happiness, creating memories that will forever 
ignite olfactory nerves every time the aroma of chocolate wafts 
through the air.

BY MEEKA COOK

A Dip into Decadence:  
The Ultimate Sweet Gathering

THE ULTIMATE CHOCOLATE FONDUE

Ingredients:

• 8 ounces of high-quality semi-sweet chocolate, chopped 
(or chocolate chips)

• 2/3 cup heavy cream
• 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
• A pinch of salt
• Optional: 2 tablespoons of liqueur (like Grand Marnier 

or Amaretto)

Instructions:

1. In a medium saucepan, gently heat the heavy cream over 
low heat until warm.

2. Add the chopped chocolate and stir continuously until 
completely melted and smooth.

3. Stir in the vanilla extract, salt, and optional liqueur.
4. Once everything is combined into a silky consistency, 

transfer the mixture to a fondue pot set over a low flame to 
keep it warm.

Dipping Delights:

• Fresh fruits like strawberries, banana slices, apple wedges, 
and pineapple chunks.

• Sweet treats such as marshmallows, brownie bites, and 
graham crackers.

• Savory options like pretzels and potato chips for a 
delightful sweet and salty contrast.

• Other fun choices include pound cake cubes, rice crispy 
treats, and biscotti

It’s not just a treat – it’s an experience. Sit back and enjoy the magic of chocolate as everyone chooses their 
favorite dippers and savors the moment as each bite sinks into their taste buds. Happy Valentine’s Day!

Choose Premier PT for Your Pain Relief …
CALL 904-996-6922 TODAY!

Ponte Vedra Beach

6 Fair�eld Blvd

Suite #6

Jacksonville at Taylor 

Place Shopping Center

13947 Beach Blvd

 Suite #109

SPECIALIZING IN:

4 Golf & Tennis Performance/Rehab 

4 Shoulder Pain & Post-Op Rehab  

4 Joint Replacement Rehab 

4 Head, Neck & Back Pain 

4 Balance & Fall Prevention  

4 Rehab Pilates as Services

4 Foot, Knee & Ankle Pain/Post-Op Rehab 

OUR 
PHILOSOPHY:  
S-E-R-V-E

S = Service
E = Expertise
R = Results
V = Value
E = Education

We work with you to decrease 
pain and in�ammation; improve 
movement, �exibility, posture, 
strength and performance; and 
promote maximal independence  
and capacity for activities of daily 
living, sports and work. 

We o�er the best combination of 
education, exercise, kinematic taping 
and manual therapy techniques.
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Kids Corner

MATERIALS:

• Colorful construction paper or cardstock
• Green pipe cleaners (for stems)
• Scissors

BY MEEKA COOK

DIY Craft: Paper Heart Flower Bouquet

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or 
30% off any order of $700 or more on any complete custom 
closet, garage, or home office unit. Take an additional 15% 
off on any complete system order. Not valid with any other 
offer. Free installation with any complete unit order of $850 
or more. With incoming order, at time of purchase only. 
Expires 3/8/24. Offer not valid in all regions.

for 18 Months!

• Glue
• Optional: Buttons, glitter, 

or sequins for decoration

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Heart Petals: Cut out heart shapes from the construction paper. These will be the petals of your flowers. You’ll need 
4-6 hearts per flower.

2. Assemble Flowers: Arrange the hearts in a circular pattern and point inward to create a flower shape. Glue the hearts 
together at their points.

3. Add Stems: Attach a green pipe cleaner to the back of each flower for the stem. You can twist additional pipe  
cleaners around the main one to create leaves.

4. Decorate: Embellish the center of each flower with a button, some glitter, or sequins to add a bit of sparkle.

5. Create a Bouquet: Once you have a bunch of flowers, gather them into a bouquet. You can wrap the 
bottom with a ribbon or put them in a vase.

 
This craft is a lovely way for kids to create something 
beautiful and heartfelt, perfect for gifting to family, 

friends, or teachers on Valentine’s Day.
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Kids Corner

AnimAl CAre

Of POnte VedrA

880 N. A1A Suite 21, Ponte Vedra, FL 32082

www.animalcareofpontevedra.com

904-280-4544

Services:

Preventative Care, Surgery,
Dentistry, Radiology,
Grooming, Boarding

Across 

 3. Something mailed on Valentine’s Day.
 5. A popular Valentine’s Day color
 6. A color often associated with love. 
 9. Cupid is often depicted as this.
 10. “Be ___ Valentine.”
 11. A sweet treat
 14. A word meaning love in French
 15. Candy is ___

Down 

 1. A small, sweet kiss.
 2. A hug and a ___
 4. A flower often given on Valentine’s Day.
 7. February 14th is known as Valentine’s ___.
 8. A type of bear 
 12. Cupid’s tool to spread love.
 13. A symbol of love and Valentine’s Day.

BY MEEKA COOKBe My Valentine Crossword Puzzle

Across 

 3. Card
 5. Pink
 6. Red 
 9. Angel

 10. My
 11. Candy
 14. Amour
 15. Sweet

Down 

 1. Peck
 2. Kiss
 4. Rose
 7. Day

 8. Teddy
 12. Arrow
 13.  Heart 
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1819

PonteVedra
Beach Neighbors

SPECIALIZING IN DIVORCE AND 
FAMILY LAW FOR WOMEN

Florida Women’s Law Group is the only law firm focused on women.  
Our attorneys have been providing strategy, protection and successful 

results for women for over 40 years combined.

8771 Perimeter Park Court, Suite 101 | Jacksonville, Florida 32216 904.549.6553 | FloridaWomensLawGroup.com

Heather B. Quick, 

Esquire

Florida Women’s 

Law Group

194 S. Roscoe Blvd, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 | FantasyFarmsEvents.org

Call or Email us for more information!  Lori@FantasyFarmsEvents.org | 904-788-1826

FANTASY FARMS EVENTS
Host your next event with us:

Discover the perfect blend of purpose and prestige at Fantasy
Farms Events. Nestled in the heart of Ponte Vedra Beach, our
exclusive venue is the ideal choice for private events. With a
commitment to conservation as a 501(c)3 non pro�t organization, 
we proudly maintain a top-tier animal sanctuary on our grounds. 
Uniquely designed andfunctional for every group, our facilities 
promise an unforgettableexperience. Choose us for events that 
make a di�erence.

• Corporate Events
• Birthday Parties
• Weddings

• Meetings
• Field Trips

more!

Meteor crashes through Meteor crashes through 
Ponte Vedra Area RoofPonte Vedra Area Roof

(Not really, but if it did we’d be ready. Ready Roofing)

904-404-9849 

ReadyRoo�ngJax.com

info@ReadyRoo�ngJax.com

NEW YEAR’S SPECIAL

$500 o� a new roof!

(Financing available,  
2,000 sq ft home $199/mo)
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